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What Can Child Safety 
Advocates Do? 

Promote safe practices for ATV 
opera tion. 
Child safety advocates who use 
ATVs or are responsible for their 
use by others should be vigilant 
about promoting the following 
practices : 

Participate in an approved ATV safety education 
training program 
Always provide responsible adult supervision for 
ATV operators younger than 18 years of age 
Follow all safety recommendations of the ATV 
manufacturer 
Operate ATVs only during daylight 
Wear a helmet with face protection at all times 
Never ride three-wheeled ATVs 
Do not drink and drive--ATVs are "rider-active" 
needing the full attention of the operator 
Travel together in groups, always use the buddy 
system 
Avoid riding in areas where contact with 
automobiles might be possible 
Drive ATVs on surfaces as recommended by the 
manufacturer 
Travel at speeds conducive to conditions and 
operator abilities 
Check on the conditions of the trails you will be 
traveling 
Know and understand local and state laws go\-eming 
the use of ATVs 
Never allow passengers on an ATV 
Insist on a "perfect fit" between the ATV and the 
physical, mental, and emotional maturity of the 
operator 
Carry equipment to handle medical and mechanical 
emergencies. 

Take the opportunity as a child safety advocate to 
offer the facts on childhood ATV-related injuries to 
local clubs, media representatives or state 
organizations. 
Respond effectively to media coverage of ATV-related 
injuries with applicable safety facts, 
Promote developmentally appropriate and responsible 
use of ATVs. 

Encourage collection of injury data based on 
Ecoding (external cause) in your state, region, or 
facility (E820.1 -E821.9). 
Promote collection of additional statewide injury data 
that includes helmet use, time of day, surface type, ATV 
make/model, environmental conditions, alcohol and other 
drug involvement, and injury severity. 

Advocate that maternal and child health agency 
staff cooperate with staff of state agencies 
responsible for An/ training and enforcement in 
order to discuss methods to: 

Encourage interventions that are culturally-sensiti\~e, 
community-based, on-going, and incorporate a 
variety of strategies 
Evaluate efficacy of current safety training proFams 
Establish and maintain a trauma system that is 
responsive to the off-road nature of the sport 
Promote regulations which encourage safe 
participation by youth 
Work with manufacturers to increase safety aspects 
of ATVs 

0 Develop and promote safe ATV riding opportunities 
Collaborate with private sector interests 
Monitor ATV-related injury data 

Consider the promotion of legislation in your state 
based on the American Academy of Pediatrics 
(AAP) model ATV legislation 
(http://www.aap.orglpolicy/m951 .html). 

Provide injury prevention counseling as a 
component of routine health care. 
Health care providers should encourage parents to choose 
other recreational options that are more developmentally 
appropriate for children under the age of 14 years than 
the operation of motor vehicles. 

For more information: 
National Children's Center 52 
1000 North Oak Avenue Fax 
Marshfield, WI 54449 

Email : nccrahs@mfldciin.edu 
h ttp:iiresearc h .marsh fic Idc 1 i n i c.org/c hi Idreni 

888-924-SAFE (7233) 
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